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movement afoot in the law-room for not going on   CHAP. with   the   second   set   of   summonses!     As   these   J?^ introduce the real grievance of the business, namely   v"-"v""~ violent and forcible entry, whereas the former set only   charged  unlawful  assembly,   we  should leave ourselves in the very weakest position conceivable. In my room I told the lawyers I never heard so absurd a proposal, and directed a telegram to be sent off at once, that the prosecuting counsel was to go ahead. At night I had a wire that all had gone well, and the case, which I rather feared might drag on for some days, was settled by evening.
Both on the merits and in view of party manoeuvres, the agrarian confusion of the evicted tenants was perhaps the roughest bit of the road. We set up a Commission to survey the ground, with an English judge of high character and much experience at its head. They reported, and on their reports we framed a Bill. Its principles could only be justified by the revolutionary plea of public safety, but it was in truth only a very slight extension of a process that had been over and over again applied to land in Ireland. The crucial point was whether the restoration of these unfortunate tenants by their landlords should be voluntary or compulsory. The Irishmen insisted that if the process were not compulsory, it would be idle, and vowed that they would rather go back to Ireland with no Bill at all in their hands than a voluntary Bill. I told them that in my view it was pure folly not to desire to go back to Ireland with a Conciliation Bill that gave them a large sum of money in the first place; good machinery for arbitration in the second; and, if they were so minded, a first-class grievance in the third. Irishound a zrs.both refreshing and useful in parliamentary politics. It went far beyond a mere personal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
